
M I N N E S O T A  S E N A T E

PHOTOS BY CRAIG BORCK, PIONEER PRE55
Rochelle Turan explains how reductions in health and human servicesfunding have affected hertwo sons, who are
disabled. Taylor, 8, is next to her, while Marshall, 4, is held by personal care attendant Cara Norton. Pawlenty
administration officials say cuts are needed to rein in health care costs because of a projected $700 mill ion deficit.

How euts hit horne
Parents and providers testify against

reductions in health, human services funding.

Sen. Paul Koering, R-Fort Ripley, comforts
5en. Becky Lourey, DFL-Kerrick, who broke
down after l istening to testimony from
:parents at the Senate hearing T.uesday.' ,

BY RACHEL E.
STASSEN-BERGER

, :r  i ioneerPresis .  : .

Tears welled just below the
surface for many of those in Room
123 ofthe state Capitol on Tiiesday.

Judith Blackford of Lake Elrno
barely held back her tears as she
told senators about the financial
toll her 20-year-old son's spina bifi-
da and autismhave taken ontheir
family. Jane Strauss of Minneapo-
lis struggled to eontrol tears as
she tesffied about her 7-year-old

son's multiple congenital anom-
alies and her family's needs.

And Sen. Becky Lor-rey, DFL
Kerrick, let her tears fall during
the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee hearing
about the human impacl of Gov.
Tim Pawlenty's budget.

"This is so oveiwhelming. I
can't stand it," said Lourey, after
listening to more than an hour of
tales from people like Strauss
and Blackford.
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